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On the Cover:
Very rare C1 pedal car built around 195657. Owner is doing a “complete frame
Before attending any event listed in this calendar please double check with the organizers for
up restoration”. Most were raﬄed oﬀ by any last minute changes. CCT is not responsible for the accuracy of any listing except for CCT
Chevy dealers. Some were for sale for
events. For NCCC events check http://www.corvettesnccc.org/
$37.50 but those were not GM products &
didn’t say “Corvette” on them.

Upcoming Events

Monthly Meeting
Held every third Saturday of the month,
at 11:00 a.m. at Friendly Chevrolet, 2754
North Stemmons Freeway, Dallas. All
members, visitors and Corvette owners
are welcome. Following each CCT
membership meeting, a CCT after club
drive & eat social event is hosted by a
CCT member.
Monthly Board Meeting
Held before the monthly Membership
Meeting at 10:30 a.m. at Friendly
Chevrolet. All members are invited to
attend.
Our Friendly Rep!
Friendly Chevrolet’s representative to the
Corvette Club of Texas is the Friendly
Internet Manager David Walker. When
you need to replace your Corvette with a
new Corvette, or when you are upgrading
the family car for a new one, be sure
and give Friendly a call at 214-920-1900
and ask for David or email dwalker@
friendlychevy.com
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May

(All dates cancelled or postponed)

1-2

NCCC National Meetings in St. Louis

1-2

Tri City Corvette in Beaumont

9

LSCC Monthly Meeting @ Classic Chevrolet

1:30 AM

14 - 16

2020 Gathering @ National Corvette Museum

16

CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet

16

CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 11:00 AM

22 - 24

LSCC Classic Show at TMS

25

Sports Car Club Reunion in Cressen TX

10:30 AM

June
6

Central Okla Corvette in Edmond, OK

13

LSCC Monthly Meeting @ Shuck Me

13

11:30 AM

NCCo Corvette Show in Norman, OK (See ﬂyer)

13

13th Annual NCCO Toys for Tots All Corvette Show
@ Norman OK

13 - 14

Spring Scramble, Car Show, Funkhana and
Rallyes @ Mansﬁeld TX (CTV & BRCC/CCT)

20

CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet

20

CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 11:00 AM

10:30 AM

July
5 - 10

NCCC National Convention in Indianapolis

11

LSCC Monthly Meeting @ Cooper’s Old Time Pit
Bar-B-Que

15 - 18

Black Hills Corvette in Spearﬁsh, SD

18

CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet

18

CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 11:00 AM

19 - 23

NCRS National in French Lick, IN

11:30 AM

10:30 AM

August
15

CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet

10:30 AM

15

CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 11:00 AM

September
3-4

26th Anniversary Celebration @ National Corvette
Museum

11 - 12

NCCC National Meetings in St. Louis

19

CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet

19

CCT Membership Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet 11:00 AM

10:30 AM

October
10

Brazos River Corvette in Granbury

17

CCT Board Meeting at Friendly Chevrolet
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From the Editor

Crickets... All I heard is crickets about
the By-Laws changes I proposed last
month. Not one yea or nay. So either:
•

No one read the new ones (in the
April Newsletter) or ever read the
current ones (on the CCT website).
(Probably)

•

No one cares (Likely)

Board Members
John Crisler

Term ends 12-2020

817-281-4028

jccrisler@att.net

Pat Kimminau

Term ends 12-2020

817-656-5355

rpkimm@sbcglobal.net

Gilbert Crouch

Term ends 12-2021

Charles Whitaker

Term ends 12-2021

972-239-0485

whitaker@ﬂash.net

Joe Wagner

Term ends 12/2021

817-253-4032

jwagner@primethepump.com

crouchmtr@verizon.net

Staﬀ Chairpersons
Activities

Open

Charities Coordinator

Pat Kimminau

817-478-6096

rpkimm@sbcglobal.net

Club Merchandise

Mary Wolter

817-478-6096

mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Membership

Mary Wolter

817-478-6096

mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Property

Mary Wolter

817-478-6096

mwol1990@sbcglobal.net

Historian

Open

Newsletter

Joe Wagner

817-282-1355

jwagner@primethepump.com

Photographer

Charles Whitaker

972-239-0485

whitaker@ﬂash.net

Raﬄe

Joann Powdrill

214-725-0092

powdrill@hotmail.com

Webmaster

Joe Wagner

817-282-1355

jwagner@primethepump.com

NCM Ambassador

James Powdrill

214-558-0095

jamespowdrill@mypbmail.com

So, I wonder if I can take silence as
assent and publish them as shown in
the April newsletter? Or is there some
procedure in place that needs to be
followed? I couldn’t ﬁnd an obvious
one so I assumed a majority of the
membership agreeing would be enough.
Looks like it will be June at the earliest
before we can even try to get together in
person. We can’t meet if Friendly is still
closed and I haven’t heard oﬃcially when
they will be allowed to reopen. If asked,
as a board member, I’d vote to hold oﬀ
till the June 20th meeting.
Since I retired in April 2017 and have
been “working from home” consulting
since then, the stay at home order
aﬀected me very little. I miss being able
to go out for a nice sit down restaurant
meal, but otherwise everything is much
the same. I hope you all (y’all) also are
doing well.

Joe Wagner
After Meeting Drive & Eat

CCT Event Coordinator

Date

Host

Month

Coordinator

January 18th, 2020

Debbie & Mike

January 2020

Open

February 15th

Mitch & Carol

February

Paulette - Quarterly Dinner

March 21st

Bob & Paula

March

Debbie - Train trip

April 18th

Debbie & Mike

April

Open

May 16th

Gilbert & Charly

May

Paulette - Quarterly Dinner

June 20th

Open

June

Open

July 18th

Open

July

Open

August 15th

Open

August

Open

September 19th

Open

September

Open

October 17th

Open

October

Open

November 21st

Open

November

Open

December

No meeting in Dec.

December

Christmas Party

Sign up with the CCT Activities Chair or any officer or email: jwagner@primethepump.com.
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Save the Date
The CCT Sunday Supper Club will meet on May 3, 2020 at 5:30 pm at:

ed
l
l
ce
n
Ca

Bubba’s Cooks Country
4585 Preston Road
Frisco, TX 75034
(214) 436-4455
https://bubbasfrisco.com

https://www.zmenu.com/bubbas-cooks-country-frisco-online-menu/

Continuing our theme of historic restaurants, we will visit Bubba’s Cooks Country at the newest location in Frisco.
Mary Beth and Paul (you may know him as “Bubba”) Vinyard opened Bubba’s in 1981 in a 1929 Texaco Service near
SMU. They brought the food they love from West Texas, in Abilene. The original place is still open.
After 38 years, Bubba's Cooks Country opened its second location in Frisco, TX. Bubba’s Cooks Country serves
home-style country cooking, such as fried chicken, chicken-fried steak, mashed potatoes and green beans in a
casual setting, and features a drive-thru. They start with the freshest chicken – never frozen – and add simple
seasonings to enhance the natural ﬂavors.
The restaurant does not take reservations. Mike Garrison has graciously oﬀered to help secure an area where we
can sit together.
More info: The Vinyard family opened Babe’s Chicken Dinner House in 1993 and there are now ten locations
across the DFW Metroplex, including Roanoke, Garland, Sanger, Carrollton, Burleson, Granbury, Frisco, Cedar Hill,
Arlington and North Richland Hills. The family’s steak house, Sweetie Pie’s Ribeyes, opened in Decatur in 2006.
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Governor’s Report. (Prepared by Paul Wolter)

Is everyone as tired as I am of having to “Shelter In Place?” We have been staying at home a lot, and when we go to the
grocery store, COSTCO and Walgreens we wear masks and observe the 6-foot separation from others. When I went to
Walgreens last Monday afternoon, I noticed that none of the younger adults were wearing masks and only those older
than 45 were wearing masks. Guess the younger folks are invincible, but don’t realize that if they contracted the virus,
they can infect their parents and/or grandparents.
We’ve been watching church on Facebook. April was our month to be greeter and in May I am usher captain at Sunday’s
early service. It will be several months before we go anywhere and be around a lot of other people.
I have been getting a lot of projects done around the house like changing the noisy and leaking pool pump motor, mowing
the lawn, washing the SUVs and working on the Corvettes.
NCCC and NCRS have cancelled all their events for May, June and July. As Southwest Region Treasurer there has been
no checks to be deposited, written or reports to be prepared or presented. I get an occasional email from the Regional
Executive and Charity Director inquiring fund balances, and I also prepared the Balance Sheet for the March 7th SWR
Awards Banquet held at TMS
NCCC has notiﬁed all NCCC regional governors that the St Louis County, where the quarterly NCCC meeting are been
held, has issued a “stay at home” order and even if this is lifted prior to the May 2nd NCCC Governors meeting, it is
highly unlikely that we would be allowed to host a meeting with our typical numbers in one room.

327 Corvette Engine Rebuild.
One of the projects that I have been
working on in March at our son Scott’s
Race Shop is rebuilding the 327 340HP
engine for our ‘62 Corvette. I had
the block bored .020, installed new
pistons, rings, rebuilt the water pump,
set up the dual point distributor, rebuilt
the (incorrect) carburetor, installed a
new solid lifter camshaft, solid lifters,
bearings, etc.
I watched Scott port one of the double
hump heads and then I ported the other
head to improve ﬂow and obtain some
horsepower gain. I mistakenly did not
wear safety glasses and ended up
getting small steel ﬁlings in both eyes.
I was able to successfully ﬂush out
only one eye. After several days of eye
irritation and unable to ﬂush out the foreign metal l went to the optometrist who removed the metal shaving, charged me
$100, wrote a prescription which cost me $40 and made a follow-up appointment costing another $45. So that was a
$200 mistake for not wearing safety glasses, which I almost always wear when grinding on something or painting. Now I
put on safety glasses while mowing the lawn and doing other projects that might have something ﬂying around in the air.
All that remains to be done prior to installing the engine is do a test to check for proper oil pressure and oil ﬂow to the
rocker arms, lifters, etc. and install some other minor item on the engine.
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Painted Engine with Correct Canister Oil Filter. The Valve Covers Have “Oﬀ Set Holes” and are just setting on the Engine
for the Photo. Does anyone have or know someone that has a set with correct holes and no mold casting mark that I
could purchase?

This carburetor is correct for a 409 Chevy engine. I need a 3269S carburetor to be correct for this 340 HP engine. Know
anyone who has one to trade or sell?

62 Corvette Soft Top Frame.
One of the other projects that I’ve been “sheltering in place” has been installing the soft top frame that I restored several
years ago. Got the soft top frame bolted into the Corvette and correctly aligned to mate with the windshield. I also found
the new white canvas soft top I purchased for the Corvette in 2005! I have replaced the soft top canvas on our yellow
’86 Corvette Pace Car, but the solid axle ’62 Corvette soft top installation is much more complicated and tedious, so I will
likely have it professionally installed.
6

May 2020

The Corvetter

Soft Top with Rear Bow and Front Bow Weatherstrip Installed on the Corvette.

Green Masking Tape Temporarily Secures Weatherstrip Rear Bow to Protect Deck Lid Finish.
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C6 Corvette Rims W/Tires For Sale.

A former CCT member called us several weeks ago and has four trims and tires from his C6 Corvette that he needs to
sell. He has them very reasonably priced at only $400. The two front Michelin Piolet tires only have about 1,000 miles on
them and the two rear tires have about 5,000 to 8,000 miles of tread wear remaining. The rims are in excellent condition
except for curb rash on one of the front rims, whose appearance can be greatly improved by careful trimming and
sanding. They can be seen and purchased at Grand Prairie Auto Tint located at 425 SE Dallas Street in Grand Prairie.
They do custom work building restomods, etc.
C6 Corvette 18” and 19” Tires and Rims for Sale at Only $400

19” Rear Tires w/Rims

18” Front Michelin Pilot Tires W/ Rims
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From : https://www.history.com/news/missing-1983-corvette-model-year

Why There’s No Such Thing as a 1983 Corvette
Behind the mysterious gap year of America’s quintessential sports car.
With its rare production models, classic racers and intriguing concept cars, the National Corvette Museum in Bowling
Green, Kentucky, can awe even casual car buﬀs. Indeed, amidst all that automotive ﬂash, a seemingly normal plain white
model on display from the car’s fourth design generation—“C4” to the Corvette cognoscenti—might not raise a pulse.
But it sure raises eyebrows.
This C4 is anything but normal. It’s a 1983 Chevrolet Corvette, highly unusual since there was no Corvette for the 1983
model year. For its 30 anniversary, America’s longest-running sports car—the one designed to ﬂaunt U.S. speed, power
and ingenuity in a class traditionally dominated by European entries—took a somewhat mysterious gap year.
But why?

The model year that wasn’t—and the car that wasn’t supposed to be
Initially planned as a 1982 model, the fourth-gen Corvette, by far the most advanced to that time, was ﬁrst pushed back
to a fall 1982 introduction as a 1983 model—and then again to spring 1983 as ambitious upgrades met with further
delays. By then, Chevrolet had decided to designate the “1983” Corvette a 1984.
The museum’s white car is, however, a genuine 1983 Corvette, the only one in the world. How did that happen? Built
on June 28, 1982, it was the fourth of 43 “pilot assembly” cars made to validate production processes and for other
engineering, testing and training purposes. Common industry practice calls for crushing such vehicles when such work is
completed, since they cannot be sold to the public.
Forty-two of the C4 pilot cars met that fate, but one, identiﬁed as RBV098, slipped through. In 1984, a new plant manager
found it parked outside, neglected. He had it cleaned up and put on display. It also got an American ﬂag motif paint
job, later changed back to the original solid white. When the museum opened in 1994, General Motors loaned RBV098
for display and eventually donated it. RBV098 now stands as a unicorn, an artifact of one of Corvette’s most sweeping
upgrades ever.

READ MORE: Beauty in the Beast: Which Classic Muscle Cars are Most Iconic?

The 1983 Corvette when it had its American ﬂag motif paint job. National Corvette Museum
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Corvette was navigating its biggest generational change yet.
For Corvette, the 1983 model year turned out to be more of a “leap year” than a gap year. With extraordinary strides
made in chassis engineering, aerodynamic design and overall performance, the C4 seemed a decade ahead of the C3 it
replaced. And that’s an understatement.
Introduced for 1968, the C3 was essentially a redesigned body and interior on the C2 Sting Ray chassis, which dated
back to 1963. A dream car for many, the C3 Corvette drove plenty of sales for parent company General Motors through
the 1970s. But that third generation left a diﬀerent impression on some diehard enthusiasts. The primitive exhaustemissions technology of the late 70s and early 80s—think old-school carburetors and distributors—dulled performance.
Added safety features bloated the car’s weight. And while 1960s and ’70s Corvettes could still impress with power and
speed, they often came up short in handling precision, ride comfort, general reﬁnement and build quality. In its road
test of a ’79 model, Car & Driver magazine suggested, “The time has come to pass the crossed ﬂags on to the next
generation.”

Read More: 8 Heroes of American Hot Rodding
The C4 was designed to be more competitive in those areas with premium European sports cars. And at Chevrolet, that
transition was already getting underway.

The revolution was delayed, in part, by roof panels.
GM’s commitment to the fourth-gen Corvette included building a much-needed new assembly plant in Bowling Green
to replace the 1920s-vintage St. Louis factory that had made Corvettes since 1953. Located a mile from where the
Museum would later be built, the plant was ready in summer 1981—but the new Corvette was not.
A slew of new engineering advances delayed C4 development, meaning that the C3 would live another year, built in the
new plant. The 1982 Corvette debuted features destined for the C4, including not-impressive-as-it-sounds Cross-Fire
fuel injection for the proven 5.7-liter V-8 engine, along with GM’s new four-speed automatic transmission. The 1982
Collector Edition Corvette also gained a one-piece glass hatchback, which all C4s would get.
The rest of the C4 would be all-new. Engineers still used ﬁberglass for the body and steel for the frame. While the body
style instantly said “Corvette,” the frame was far more exotic than the C2/C3 chassis, and it likely caused the biggest
delay in the C4’s gestation.
The C4 was originally designed to use t-tops, two-piece removable roof panels split by a central bar joining the
windshield to the rear roof structure, as on the C3. With development well along, Chevrolet General Manager Lloyd
Reuss decided the roof should be a one-piece removable panel, as on the Porsche 911 Targa and also the Ferrari 308
GTS seen shrieking across TV screens every week on “Magnum P.I.”
Re-engineering the frame to accommodate the one-piece roof reportedly took nearly a year. Taller side rails were
needed to add chassis strength that had been lost with the t-bar’s deletion, creating higher doorsills that made climbing
into and out of the Corvette more diﬃcult.

READ MORE: The Crazy Demons of Land-Speed Racing and Their Record-Breaking Rides

The result was, by all reports, worth the wait.
The C4 was deﬁnitely a game-changer. Its body, 8.5 inches shorter than the C3, sported fewer curves to improve
aerodynamics. The wheelbase (2 inches shorter) enhanced the car’s agility, while the body (2 inches wider) added
interior room. The C4 also weighed in about 150 pounds lighter than the C3, which boosted performance.
Opening the huge, one-piece “clamshell” hood, which integrated the fender tops, revealed an engine compartment as
ﬁnely detailed as any from Europe.
Beneath, the chassis used transverse (sideways) ﬁberglass single-leaf springs front and rear. This unusual choice
proved highly eﬀective and would also be used on the C5, C6 and C7 Corvettes. With standard Goodyear Eagle VR50
“gatorback” tires on 16-inch wheels, the Corvette posted staggering 0.90-g cornering performance, which Car & Driver
magazine noted was a world-best.
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The one and only 1983 Corvette on display at the National Corvette Museum in Bowling Green, Kentucky.
National Corvette Museum
Read More: From Bedroom Gamer to Professional Racer
Car & Driver also noted that the Corvette’s sub-7-second 0-to-60 m.p.h. acceleration and 140-m.p.h. top speed put
it among the world’s six fastest production cars at the time. The magazine concluded: “The Corvette is a truly stout
automobile. It is all that the fevered acolytes so desperately wanted their ﬁberglass fossil to be—a true-born, world-class
sports car loaded with technical sophistication.”
Other media were likewise enthralled. Motor Trend named the 1984 Corvette “Car of the Year.”

Still, there was room for improvement.
There were complaints, though. The new “4+3” transmission, a 4-speed manual that automatically engaged an overdrive
on the top three gears to reduce fuel consumption, was a clunky operator. Most customers stuck with the standard
automatic.
The optional Z51 Special Performance Handling Package gave the Corvette astounding agility at the cost of a bonerattling ride; the digital dashboard was entertaining in a “Knight Rider” way, but was hard to read in sunlight. And as with
earlier Corvettes, there were some creaks and rattles.
Still, the 1984 Vette (MSRP at the time: $21,800) was a huge success, with 51,547 built over an extended 18-month
model year. (Corvette’s record sales year remains 1979, when 53,807 were sold.) The C4 would go on to have a 13
model-year lifespan, with Chevy issuing a steady stream of signiﬁcant upgrades along the way, including the ZR1 and
Grand Sport high-performance versions. Not bad for a car that missed its initial birthday by almost a year.

Tags Car Week
By Jim Koscs
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March 10, 2020
On Tuesday, March 10 the National Corvette Museum
celebrated the ﬁrst Museum-delivered 2020 Corvette. Glenn
and Andrea Johnson of Port Neches, Texas were the ﬁrst
customers to pick up their ‘next generation’ mid-engine
Corvette through option R8C, the Museum Delivery Program.
When ordering a new Corvette, customers may select option
“R8C,” designating their car for Museum pickup. The ‘redcarpet’ VIP experience includes signage welcoming the
customers to the Museum, a guided tour of the Museum
where their Corvette is on display (and plant tour when
available), a quality and detailed orientation on the car
followed by celebratory drive out of the Museum for photos.
Delivery customers are provided with the opportunity to take
an NCM Motorsports Park-owned Corvette for touring laps
around the road course to round out their day.
VIN 29, a Torch Red Stingray Coupe, arrived on Friday,
March 6 along with ten other R8C optioned cars and one
car for the NCM Motorsports Park. This was the ﬁrst R8C
Delivery for the Johnsons, and the sixth Corvette they have
owned. Glenn joined the Museum’s board of directors in 2015
and currently serves as chair.
“Being involved with the Museum, I felt that not only does
their Delivery program do such a good job, but it is also another way we can support the mission of the Museum,” shared
Glenn.
The Johnsons ﬁrst purchased a 1982 Corvette, which they kept for several years. In 2005 he and wife, Andrea, had
retired and shortly thereafter purchased a 2007 Convertible. It was a car that they traveled very little in at the time. While
googling Corvette, Glenn came across the website for the National Corvette Museum and decided to join as a member.
They’d visited Bowling Green in 1989, touring the Corvette Plant, but had not returned since.
“I got online and saw where the Museum was having an annual celebration, and asked Andrea if she’d like to go to
Bowling Green. She said, ‘you’re actually going to take your car?’ It’s a day and a half drive for us. But we got in the car
and came!”
Glenn recalls being warmly greeted and thoroughly impressed with the facility. The Museum was under construction
with a new addition. That evening at the hotel he met other Corvette owners and became fast friends. “They saw us in
our Corvette shirts, and we started talking about Corvette and the Museum. We learned they were very involved and big
supporters of the Museum, involved with their clubs back home, and they drove their cars. If they got a rock chip, it was a
badge of honor.”
By the time the Johnsons left Bowling Green, they were Lifetime Members. Since that time the couple have joined various
Museum giving groups including the Spire Society, NCM Circle of Friends, and annual Winner’s Circle. Andrea joined
Elﬁ’s Silver Pearl Sisterhood as well.
“I always encourage other Corvette enthusiasts to get involved with the Museum at whatever level they feel comfortable,
to get involved with their local Corvette club, and to DRIVE their Corvette and enjoy it,” added Glenn.
“We thank the Johnsons not only for taking delivery with us today, but also for their thirteen years of supporting this
nonproﬁt foundation,” shared Dr. Sean Preston, President and CEO of the National Corvette Museum. “People like Glenn
and Andrea are the lifeblood of this organization and we love being able to celebrate such a fun and exciting day like this
with them.”
The Museum will deliver nearly 600, 2020 model year, Corvettes over the next several months. This year marks the 25th
Anniversary of the Museum Delivery Program, with over 12,000 Corvettes having been delivered at the Museum since the
program’s inception.
Commemorative items that are incorporated into the Delivery Program include the option to place a unique decal on the
inside of the drivers’ door jamb to signify that the car was picked up at the Museum. Customers are presented with an
individual one-year NCM membership, special lapel pin and a recognition plaque. R8C delivered Corvettes also feature a
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special license plate frame, and an interior nameplate with the customer’s name, date of delivery and VIN inside the car.
Exclusive NCM Delivery merchandise may be ordered by participants. Customers who are bringing children along for the
experience can notify the Museum to receive special perks through the Glazer Family Delivery Program.
Deliveries can be viewed world-wide on the Museum’s webcams at corvettemuseum.org. New Corvette buyers can add
option code R8C to their order through any dealer. The program is an additional $995. Additional details on R8C and
other unique programs is available on the Museum’s website.
The Museum is in Bowling Green, Kentucky at I-65 exit 28, on the same street at the world’s only Corvette assembly
plant. Open daily, 8am-5pm CT, the Museum oﬀers guided and self-guided tours, a Café, Corvette Store, racing
simulator, seasonal Corvette rides, KidZone, meeting space, collector car insurance through NCM Insurance Agency and
more. Across I-65 is the NCM Motorsports Park, oﬀering hot lap Corvette rides, touring laps putting you behind the wheel
of a Corvette, high speed go-karts, high performance driving events, short- and long-term garage rentals, meeting space
and more.
(Ed note: The Museum is closed until further notice.)
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